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SC C3   “System Environmental Performance”

Activity Report

1. Highlights

The mission and scope of SC C3 were presented and discussed at the kick-off meeting (Paris, August 2002). The large scope of the SC was a matter of concern due to the risk of generating a lot of work with little use. Since that meeting SC C3 has been undertaking actions to identify strategies and streamline activities in order to focus on a short number of priority issues, establishing the grounds to create working forces, promoting the name and the awareness of the new SC within and outside CIGRE and establishing links with other organisations. 

2. Working Groups and Task Forces

Existing WGs, 36.06 (EMF and Health) and 37.36 (Environmental constraints in power systems development) were integrated in the new SC as WGs C3.01 and C3.02 with no changes in their organisation and working program. A new convener must be found to WG C3.02 as the current convener is joining another SC.

No new WG or TF was created in the meantime: It was possible to agreed in the name and general content of three new WGs, taking into account identified needs of the main Target Groups. Conveners and membership for the new WGs are being sought. Detailed Terms of Reference for these WGs will only be prepared after identification of conveners.

A Customer Advisory Group was created at the Paris meeting. It has been involved in defining Target Groups, identifying their needs and suggesting the content of new WGs. 

3. Joint Working Groups and Task Forces

SC C3 is involved in the Joint Task Force 23//21/22/36.20 (Electromagnetic fields and the impact of proposed exposure limits) which was renumbered JTF B3/B1/B2/C3-20. The JTF had a meeting in Paris, in August 2002, but since then progress has been slow for shortage of requested data. Various explanations have been advanced and the future of the JTF should be reappraised at its next meeting, in conjunction with the SC meeting (September 2003).

SC C3 was contacted to be represented in a new JTF on “Magnetic Field Indices and Objectives”, to be lead by SC C4, whose title and Terms of Reference are awaiting approval.  

4. Publications

No publications are expected for 2003. 

5. Website

The SC has designed several frames to be used in the future website. Its final development is waiting for the guidelines of the group working with the Secretary General. The full availability of the website is expected for September 2003, before the next SC meeting. It should become the main means of communication between members as well as to non-members. Some information may be password protected and only available to members. 

6. Strategic Plan and Action Plan

Answers to a questionnaire and discussions on the scope and mission during the first SC meeting (Paris, August 2002) were the starting point for the preparation of the Strategic Plan. Additional inputs were received from the members of the Customer Advisory Group. Differences of opinion on substantive issues made the preparation of the draft Strategic Plan harder than expected. The version presented at the TC meeting in Rio de Janeiro (April 2003) will be circulated among the members before drafting the final version. This version will be ready for approval before the next SC meeting (September 2003).

Together with the draft Strategic Plan, a draft Action Plan will also be circulated for comments and will focus on the establishment of new WGs. The main work during the next 2 years, besides pursuing ongoing activities of the existing WGs, will concentrate on the collection and evaluation of utilities performance in two or three major fields in accordance with the Strategic Technical Directions.The final version of the Action Plan should also be ready before the next SC meeting.

7. Meetings

The next meeting of SC C3 will take place in Madrid, on 25 and 26 September 2003.

As regards the 2005 meeting no formal invitation has yet been received. It is possible that the invitation from the Argentinean National Committee for the 2003 meeting, which could not be retained, is transferred to 2005. A final decision will be taken during the Madrid meeting. 

8. Participation to Regional meetings and Symposia

The SC contributed to the CIGRE/IEEE-PES Symposium on “Quality and Security of Electric Power Delivery Systems”, Montreal, October 2003, through the participation of its Chairman as reviewer of several abstracts.

The intended contribution/participation in the “1st Iberoamerican Conference on Electric Energy”, tentatively scheduled to Madrid, on the 20 and 21 November 2003, will not materialize due to the cancellation of the conference.

9.

Relations with other Organizations

Fruitful links with EURELECTRIC and CIRED have been pursued, through the Chairman and the Secretary of the SC, who are members of and active in both associations. Australian and Japanese members of SC C3 have briefed their respective National Committees on the activities of the SC. Some feedback is expected. It is also expected that the USA member will be able to assure links with IEEE Committees or WGs active on topics relevant for the SC.

João N. Baptista

April 2003
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